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    Embassy of the United States of America

                                                                                      Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina

            May 10, 2021

To:
To:

Prof. dr.  Snjezana Maksimovic, University of Banja Luka

Doc. Dr. Amela Mujagic, University of Bihac

Prof. dr. Edina Spago-Cumurija, University Dzemal Bijedic, Mostar

Prof. dr. Jelena Krunic, University of  East Sarajevo

Prof. dr. Sanja Bijaksic, University(Sveuciliste)of  Mostar

Mr.  Sasa Madacki, University of Sarajevo 

Prof. dr. Nermin Sarajlic, University of Tuzla

Prof. dr. Malik Cabaravdic, University of Zenica

Dear Madams and Sirs,
The United States Embassy in Bosnia and Herzegovina is looking forward to this opportunity to work with you and your respective universities on supporting quality education for a bright future in BiH.  Following approval from the Rector’s Conference, the Embassy is partnering with a competent university in USA to design two intensive weeklong modules in September 2021, designed for different levels of university teaching staff professional development in the field of scientific research using databases obtained by BiH’s participation in International Large Scale Assessments (ILSA).
As you are aware, your country has participated in the Program for International Student Achievement (PISA) test in 2018 and the Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) in 2007 and 2019.  As a result, BiH now has access to a vast resource of scientifically significant data about students, education institutions and the teaching practice across the country. We are encouraged by a reported increase in scientific research in BiH, and hope that universities will focus their attention on this rich resource of empirical data.  In many countries around the world these databases are used by universities across scientific fields for secondary analyses free of charge, promoting scientific research in pre- and post-graduate studies.  In addition, expert analysis of these data by university teaching staff can greatly improve education policy, practice and the direction of education reform needed to provide youth in BiH with the knowledge and skills they need in order to succeed in 21st century.  
Modules will be held simultaneously and will be designed to develop both knowledge and practical skills, and will have a component where participants work in groups to develop secondary analyses of one of the relevant databases.  The format will be four consecutive days with intensive work with US experts, five hours each day, plus one 5-hour day of presenting group work and receiving feedback a week or so later.

To make it more flexible, 3-3,5 hours daily will be asynchronous work daily (watching videos prepared by U.S. experts, reading assignments, and performing individual analysis). One session each day will be a 90-120 minute synchronous session with U.S. experts, with simultaneous translation. 

In order to meet the most common needs of BiH universities, we would kindly ask that you answer some questions regarding prospective candidates, their existing levels of skills, and about technical capabilities at their disposal, and send them by May 25 to dzidicr@state.gov.
Module 1 will be focused on the navigation of different ILSAs, their similarities and differences, finding and navigating ILSA test documentation, how to use results effectively in research and policy, analyzing data, use of IDB analyzer for basic analysis, and interpreting output.  Each university group will be asked to upload video of their questions, analysis, and results (this can be a week or so later). The last day will be devoted to providing feedback and responding to questions by groups and the U.S. Experts.
Group members need to have basic statistical skills (basic inferential statistics to include hypothesis testing, group comparisons, and regression, including multiple regression). 
Questions for Module 1:
1. Number of interested participants from each university

2. Level of English skills for each participant
3. Software used for statistical analyses

4. Level of  statistical skills
Module 2 is intended for more complex analyses and will be focused on more advanced scientific research, with focus on publishing in academic journals or presentation at scientific conferences.  Most international journals require methods such as multi-level modeling or structural equation modeling, and more advanced software, as SPSS will not work in all cases.  Each university group will be asked to prepare a video of their draft presentation/research, and after two weeks, the last day of instruction will be devoted to providing feedback and responding to questions by groups and the U.S. Experts.
Questions for Module 2:

1. Number of interested participants from each university

2. Level of English skills for each participant

3. Software available for statistical analyses

4. Level of statistical skills
5. Which scientific journals and/or conference is of interest for publishing/presentation.

As mentioned earlier, the Embassy will provide simultaneous translation for synchronous sessions, videos and few reading essentials.  In addition, each study has a user guide and technical supplements to explain the databases and supplements to provide additional information. Participants are expected to navigate those documents and use Google translate if necessary.  Below are several links for your information, our experts will explain those in detail during their sessions.
TIMSS user guide: https://timss2019.org/international-database/downloads/TIMSS-2019-User-Guide-for-the-International-Database.pdf
https://timssandpirls.bc.edu/timss2019/methods/
https://www.oecd.org/pisa/data/pisa2018technicalreport/
  
 
We look forward to your responses to the questions above, and your comments/suggestions about the proposed schedule.  Due to U.S. Embassy fiscal year restrains, we would like to finalize our plans by the end of  May, 2021, in order to complete the necessary procurement procedures for experts and translation services.

Sincerely,
                                                        [image: image2.png]



Holly H. Zardus
Attaché for Education and Culture
Embassy of the United States in BiH
